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PHILIP A. GASTEIER’S more than 40 years of practice has included a broad range 
of bankruptcy and insolvency representation, including Chapter 11 debtors, trustees 
in Chapter 7 and Chapter 11 cases, creditors, committees, buyers, landlords and 
parties to executory contracts, with particular emphasis on complex reorganizations 
and structuring transactions. 

In his first decade of practice in Philadelphia, Mr. Gasteier successfully represented 
landlords and purchasers of leasehold interests in large cases such as Food Fair 
and Lionel, and participated in preparation of materials for presentation to Congress 
in connection with hearings leading to the Shopping Center Amendments to the 
Bankruptcy Code in 1984. He counseled extensively in connection with insolvency 
and bankruptcy aspects of commercial leases for shopping centers and retail chains, 
and authored “Shopping Centers As Utilities Under the Bankruptcy Code,” Shopping 
Center Legal Update, Summer, 1983. Mr. Gasteier also provided insolvency coun-
seling in connection with bond and other securities transactions. Mr. Gasteier was 
involved in representation of creditor or equity committees in matters including 
Franklin Computer, Manson-Billard Industries and Monroe Well Service, Inc. Debtor 
representation included Motor Freight Express, a multi-state motor carrier, and Dublin 
Properties.

Mr. Gasteier’s practice in Los Angeles has included entertainment and other intellec-
tual property matters, such as Fries Entertainment, Inc., Qintex Entertainment, Inc., 
and Hal Roach Studios, Inc. where he was primarily responsible for structuring and 
confirming chapter 11 plans, as well as representation of Carolco Pictures, Inc. and 
Paramount Studios. He has provided specialized insolvency counseling and litigation 
support in connection with numerous transactions, licenses and other entertainment 
contracts. Mr. Gasteier argued In re: Qintex Entertainment, Inc., 950 F.2d 1492 (9th 
Cir. 1991) to the Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals, a principal case establishing 
the executory contract analysis applicable to copyright licenses, and determining 
that participation rights constitute unsecured claims. Other debtor representation 
has included Currie Technologies Inc.; Wavien, Inc; Ocean Trails L.P.; Superior Fast 
Freight, Inc.; and B.U.M. International, Inc. Mr. Gasteier has been involved in cred-
itor committee representation in cases such as House of Fabrics, California Pacific 
Funding, Ltd., Condor Systems, Inc. and Chase Technologies, Inc.
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Mr. Gasteier is a graduate of the Law School of the University of Pennsylvania 
(J.D. 1977) and the Ohio State University (B.A. 1974). He was admitted to the 
Pennsylvania Bar in 1977 and to the California Bar in 1987. He is also a member of 
the bar of the United States District Court, Central, Eastern and Northern Districts 
of California; the U.S. District Court, Eastern District Court of Pennsylvania, and 
the Ninth and Third Circuit Courts of Appeals. He is a member of the American 
Bankruptcy Institute, the American Bar Association, the State Bar of California, 
the Century City Bar Association, the Financial Lawyers Conference and the Los 
Angeles County Bar Association, where he served as a member of the Bankruptcy 
Sub-Committee of the Section on Commercial Law and Bankruptcy from (1990–
1992). He has been active in civic affairs, and is a past President (2008–2009), Vice 
President (2006–2008) and Board Member (2004–2009) of the Greater Griffith Park 
Neighborhood Council, an official body of the City of Los Angeles.


